
  

Winter is here and it has been   
 an extremely rainy season over 
 the past few months with 

 over 55% being rain days!   
 

The airport infrastructure has 
had to handle a vast amount of 

water an as such there have been a few snags 
along the way.  I would like to thank all of you 

for your patience in this regard.  
 

Despite poor conditions, work on the first two 
hangars of the new development off Starlet 
Lane has continued, and I am happy to report 

that the first two units are almost complete.   

Do take some time to go and take a look, 

theyõre worth checking out! 
 

I sincerely hope that you will all be able to take 
to the skies in the next few weeks as the 

weather clears up again.  Happy flying!  
 

Cheers  

Trevor 

Skyhawk heading to 

Ardmore  

A Skyhawk jet will soon become a feature attraction at the 
New Zealand Warbirds Associationõs Visitorsõ Centre.    
Warbirds members will begin fund raising to cover the cost 
of transporting the aircraft from Woodbourne base, near 
Blenheim, to Ardmore Airport.  
 

Defence Minister Wayne Mapp has announced that one of 
the RNZAFõs fleet of Skyhawks had been allocated to the 
Warbirds for display at their Ardmore headquarters.  
 

Warbirds president Frank Parker said it would cost about 
$30,000 to transport the jet to Ardmore.  Fund raising   
efforts would begin once Defence Force officials decided 
when the aircraft would be ready for delivery.  
 

òThis allocation of Skyhawk NZ6209 is great news,ó said 
Frank. òWe had a visit from the Minister in May. He 
checked out people who put their hands up for these 
things. Defence Force personnel came [to Ardmore] to see 
that we had the facilities to house it. We have been    
making noises for about three years, knowing that they 
[Skyhawks] were being disposed of and that we would like 
one.ó 
 

A committee of four or five Warbirds members was now 
considering how the Skyhawk would enhance static displays 
at their hangarõs Visitorsõ Centre. 
 
Frank said: òThere is huge anticipation amongst Warbirds 
members, particularly those former Skyhawk pilots and 
ground crew who canõt wait to catch sight of this           
important part of Royal New Zealand Air Force history.ó 
Chris Snelson, Warbirds general manager, said the Skyhawk 
would be decked out in its original markings.  
 
He said: òIt will be our first major static display. It will 
have a designated spot and we will be able to tow it in and 
out of the hangar. It could be the forerunner of many to 
come.ó 

 

By John Andrews 



A celebration of the life and times of Mr. Peter Houghton  

12 March 1940 ñ11 May 2011  

Peterõs interest in aviation began at an early age. He went solo in a Piper 90hp Cub at 
Nelson aged 17 and achieved his PPL at Thames in 1961. As he moved about the country 
with his career as an agricultural project manager this passion continued to blossom and 
Peter was one of the founding members of the Central Otago Flying Club in 1971.  
 
Peter also participated in the NZ Warbirds Battle of Britain Flypast for 20 consecutive 
years, all but three times as PIC of a Harvard.  His introduction to NZ Warbirds was in 
Whangarei where he met Barry Keay, the then Northern Districts Club Captain.  
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Left to right are: Frank Parker, Kerry Campbell,  
Gavin Trethewey, Peter Houghton and John Peterson.  

Left to right: Peter Houghton, Frank Parker,  
Gavin Trethewey and Kerry Campbell,   

with John Peterson kneeling.  

  

As we fondly remember Peter  
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The 2003 Roaring Forties Harvard Team with the        
2003 Red  Checkers  

team from the RNZAF, then lead by Jim Rankin  
 

Subsequently Peter moved to Auckland and when he visited Warbirds at Ardmore, he got 
ôSchroederedõ, meaning he met with Warbirds stalwart Eric Schroeder and ended up    
buying a share in the Harvard 1092 (ZK-WAR) syndicate. 
 
In 1989 he was able to fly ôback seatõ in his new ôinvestmentõ with NZ Warbirds Patron and 
Founding President Trevor Bland during the Battle of Britain Fly past that year and has 
been in every flypast since.   
 
Peter became a staunch supporter of NZ Warbirds Association and became a committee 
member in 1991, Vice President in 1993 and General Manager up until his untimely passing 
in May of 2011.  He was heavily involved with many behind the scenes facets of General 
Aviation administration including CAA rules and Industry advisory groups and proceeded to 
take on the politicians and bureaucrats with gusto during his tenure.  
 
On the flying side Peter was a CT-4 display pilot in 1991 and became involved with The 
Roaring Forties Harvard Formation Aerobatic Team from 2000, led by his best mate and 
partner in crime amongst the clouds, Gavin Trethewey. He remained a member until 2004 
when the group disbanded and a new team led by Frank Parker continued the tradition 
from 2005. Peter also regularly flew Graham Bethell's P51 Mustang.  
  
A dedicated Husband, Father, Grandfather, friend and colleague; a gentle giant of a man 
with a lionõs heart and a true passion for all things aviation.   
 
Peter your commitment, tireless resolve, passion and legacy continues here at Ardmore 
and you are sorely missed by us all. 



Politicians get low down on Airport  

Ardmore Airport Ltdõs management team have given local body politicians an insight into what 
makes the airport tick.  
 

Four Franklin local board members and Des Morrison, the Auckland Councilõs Franklin ward 
councillor, spent several hours at the airport last month learning about the role the asset plays 
in the region. Three of them also went on a scenic flight over the airport and the Franklin     
district.  
 

Trevor Willcock, AALõs chief executive, said the visitors listened to a presentation about the 
companyõs plans for the airport.  òThey promised to support us in any way they could,ó he said. 
òThey said they were happy to have us in their district.ó 
 
By John Andrews 

L to R back row: Trevor Willcock, David Muller (AAL), Andrew Baker, Ant Frith (AAL).  

L to R front row: Lance Gedge, Bill Cashmore, Bradley Taylor (AAL), Jan Sinclair and Councillor Des Morrison.  

Andrew Baker prepares to take off in the Grumman with Nicola Evans (left) and Bill Cashmore and Jan Sinclair prepare for 

their trial flight with TK Lee in the Cessna 172 (right).  
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New hangars nearly ready for occupation  
The first two of Ardmore Airport Ltdõs 14 new aircraft hangars in Starlet Lane are nearing       
completion.  The company hopes the hangars, six single and eight double, will be ready for       
occupation by early next month.  
Trevor Willcock, AALõs chief executive, said that, as demand increased, the company would erect 
more hangars on land adjacent to the current development.  
  

Ardmore already housed more than 60 privately -owned hangars of various shapes and sizes. AALõs 
decision to go ahead with the construction of hangars, the first such project it has undertaken, 
was made after management noted a big demand for stand alone hangars.  Trevor said: òWeõve 
gone for ômaximum hangar on the minimum of landõ principle. For a ground lease situation, these 
hangars are attractive to potential buyers. Theyõre not paying for empty land, basically. 
 

òWeõre building new taxi ways and there will be landscaping done around the complex as well.  
We envisage that in some of these hangars, people will build bars, bedrooms, kitchens and TV 
rooms to go alongside their planes. Theyõll be a place to escape to and in a secure location.ó 
 

Trevor said the single hangars would measure 14 metres square while the double versions would 
cover 14 metres by 28 metres. The hangars, clad in zinc and each with 13 metre -wide, hydraulic 
doors, would stand on individual lots, having no common walls with neighbours.  
 
By John Andrews 
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IWS Group has recently moved to Ardmore 

 
  We can assist you with 

  environment protection solutions 
  for industrial or trade type activities 

 
Environmental audits 
Environmental Management Plans 
Emergency Spill Response Procedures 
Design of controls 
Installation of controls 
Environmental consents 
Wastewater treatment 

 

We have a lot worth protecting in the 
      Auckland region! 

 
Call Jim on 

     Phone 298 1238 
Email info@iwsgroup.co.nz 

 
495 Airfield Road, Ardmore 

www.iwsgroup.co.nz 

 
Industrial pollution prevention solutions 

mailto:info@iwsgroup.co.nz
http://www.iwsgroup.co.nz
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Record turnout for Warbirds Open Day  
  

So many people turned up for the New Zealand Warbirds Associationõs D-Day open day at  
Ardmore Airport last month, the pizza and sausage sizzle contracted caterers ran out of    
supplies.  About 2000 people, a record for the annual commemorative event, converged on 
the airfield to see displays by assorted Warbirds aircraft.  
 
Chris Snelson, the associationõs general manager, said he and fellow organisers were very 
pleasantly surprised by the number of visitors.  
They were treated to displays by crews from the New Zealand Fire Service and the Westpac 
rescue helicopter as well as demonstration flights by the Mustang and Strikemaster aircraft.  
A skydiving show by about 20 parachutists, mainly from the Whenuapai club, landing on the 
airfield was one of the highlights of the day.  
 
Relatives and friends of a long time Warbirds stalwart, the late Steve Roberts, took the      
opportunity of the open day event to mark his recent passing. Escorted by four Harvard      
aircraft, they took his ashes in the PBY Catalina, his favourite, to the Hauraki Gulf where they 
were scattered to the wind.  
 

By John Andrews 
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Brett Nicholls thought it was a travesty there were no Strikemaster aircraft flying in New Zealand 
skies so, when he spotted one languishing in Australia last year, he went for it.  
Owned by a venture aviation business in Port Macquarie, the Strikemaster was advertised for sale 
in Classic Wings Magazine. Realising its historic connections to New Zealand, Brett, who manages 
an Auckland retail company, dashed over the Tasman, had a flight in the two -seater, liked what 
he found and bought it. His new purchase was a Mk88 Strikemaster, formerly NZ6370 with the 
Royal New Zealand Air Forceõs 14 Squadron.  
 
Having first flown in England in about 1972, it was retired from RNZAF service 20 years later. 
Brett arranged for the aircraft to be shipped back to Auckland and placed under the care of    
Ardmore Airport -based Pioneer Aero Ltd where it was lovingly reassembled and restored by Paul 
McSweeny and his team.  
 
After the Strikemasterõs chief pilot, David Brown took the jet for a sortie over Auckland and the 
Hauraki Gulf in late April, Paul, a former air force aircraft service technician, is reported to have 
said: òItõs a sight I never thought I would see again, a Strikemaster flying here. It was pretty 
bloody neat.ó 
David, who is chief flight instructor for the Warbirds, was at the controls of the Strikemaster 
when it demonstrated its flying abilities at the Warbirds D -day open day last month.  
 
Brett said the aircraft had a top speed of 408knots and a maximum ceiling of about 36,000feet. 
Heõs interested in hearing from anyone who has 14 Squadron memorabilia or photographs of his 
Strikemaster in its earlier life.  

Vintage Jet struts its stuff in our skies  

Below The BAC 167 Strikemaster Mk 88... 

Paul McSweeny from Pioneer Aero, above and   

L to R below ñDave Brown, Andrew Hope and Brett Nicholls,  

the Strikemaster Team  


